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Purpose & RTI



TEACH you.INFORM you. SUPPORT you.

Purpose



Math proficiency 
outcomes impacted 

Loss of 
instruction time

Increase of 
opportunity gap

Impact of COVID-19 on Students



Nationwide Reading

Reading
• 65% of 4th grade at proficient level
• 66% of 8th grade at proficient level

Math
• 9% of 4th grade met advanced 
• 69% of 8th grade at/above NAEP 

basic lower
• 60% of 12th grade at/above NAEP 

basic



Mississippi Statewide

As of 2019, in grades 4th/5th, 

• 36% of students scored 
Proficient/Advanced in Math

•
• 35% of students scored 

Proficient/Advanced in 
English
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Brain Break!

http://bit.ly/2Tynxth
http://bit.ly/2TyoMsr
http://bit.ly/2TtBDfr


“RTI is a multi-tier approach to the early identification and support of 
students with academic and behavior needs. RTI process begins with high 
quality instruction and universal screening of all children. Children that 
need additional supports are identified. Then, these children begin 
receiving intensified services to accelerate their learning.”

(RTI Action Network, n.a.)

Response to Intervention
(RTI)



• Tier 1: High Quality Classroom 
Instruction, Screening, and Group 
Interventions

RTI Tier Levels



Examples of Universal Screeners
(Tier 1)

Curriculum Based 
Measurements 

(CBMs)

Dynamic 
Indicators of 
Basic Early 

Literacy Skills 
(DIBELS)

Texas Primary 
Reading Inventory 

(TPRI)

Woodcock 
Reading Mastery 
Test (subtests) 

(WRMT-R)

Easy CBM Intervention 
Central Facts on Fire 



• Tier 1: High Quality Classroom 
Instruction, Screening, and Group 
Interventions

• Tier 2: Targeted Interventions

• Tier 3: Intensive Interventions and 
Comprehensive Evaluation

RTI Network

RTI Tier Levels

http://www.rtinetwork.org/essential/tieredinstruction/tiered-instruction-and-intervention-rti-model


Instruction and 
interventions is intensified 
to match student needs 
across tiers

Educators need to 
know the most efficient 
way to deliver an 
intervention within tiers

Tier 1

Tier 2

Tier 3



Treatment Intensity
● Term “treatment intensity” was adapted from the medical model
● Design and delivery of an intervention
● However, there is no common conceptualization of treatment intensity within 

education

(DeFouw et al., 2018; Gersten et al., 2009; Warren et al., 2007; Yoder & Woynarkoski, 2015)

Treatment 
intensity

Treatment 
strength

Treatment 
complexity

Treatment 
expense

Within the field of education, treatment intensity can be considered an umbrella term



Time
Weeks
Sessions
Opportunities to Respond
Staff
Goal setting
Reinforcement

Intensity



How to intensify
● Aspects of treatment intensity are important to consider when adapting interventions 

across tiers

○ Intensify an intervention by:
■ Increasing the number of minutes per session
■ Adding an additional intervention day
■ Increasing the number of math problems during a session

○ Think of your resources!
■ Who is implementing the intervention?
■ How much time?
■ What materials are available?

● Consider how you can alter aspects of treatment intensity to support IEP services or gain 
administrators’ support when implementing RtI for math
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• Students were significantly impacted by COVID-19.
• RTI is beneficial in identifying children that need additional 

and intensive supports.
• Universal Screening is used to identify struggling children.
• Intensity of treatment increases from tier-to-tier 

Recap
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Reading Interventions 

& Supports



• Core instruction
• Implementing Universal Screening 
• Identify struggling students

Reading Interventions: 
Tier 1 (Class-wide)



• Big Ideas in Reading

• Letter Names: Incremental Rehearsal (Promotes 
Phonics)

• Paired Reading (Increases Reading Fluency)

• Group Based Repeated Reading 
• Group Based Read-Ask-Paraphrase (Reading 

Comprehension) 

Reading Interventions: 
Tier 2 (Small Group)



• Repeated Reading
• Error Correction
• Paired Reading
• Repeated Practice
• Cover-Copy-Compare
• Story Mapping
• Individual Read-Ask-Paraphrase

Reading Interventions: 
Tier 3 (Individual)



Story Map Demo

***
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Writing Interventions 

& Supports



• Implementing Universal Screening 
• Identify struggling students
• Fluency: have students write every day
• Spelling: Cover-Copy-Compare
• Reverse Outline the Draft: Organization
• Memorize a Story Grammar Checklist: The 3 W’s

Writing Interventions: 
Tier 1 (Class-wide)



• Integrated Writing Instruction

• Group Repeated Review with Shared Rime: Spelling

• Self Correction with Verbal Cues: Spelling

Writing Interventions: 
Tier 2 (Small Group)



• Repeated Review with Share Rime: Spelling
• Self-Correction with Verbal Cues: Spelling

Writing Interventions: 
Tier 3 (Individual)



Cover-Copy-Compare Demo

****

***
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Math Interventions & 

Supports



• Core instruction
• Math Talk 
• Universal screening

Math Interventions:
Tier 1 (Class-wide)



• Explicit Timing
• Cover-Copy-Compare
• Incremental Rehearsal
• Taped Problems
• Flashcard Drill
• Peer Tutoring

Math Interventions: 
Tier 2 & 3 (Small Group & Individual)



Explicit Timing Demo

****



Intervention 
Central



Intervention Central



M.I.N.D.
Website



M.I.N.D. Website



Recap

Reading 
Interventions

Response to 
Intervention

Writing 
Interventions

Math 
Interventions



Living in a World of RtI

• What intervention variables 
should be intensified for different 
groups/students/profiles?

• How do we make data-based 
decisions to intensify supports?

• How do we intensify and deliver 
interventions with an eye on 
resource allocation?



Matters Lab
Check us out! Scan the QR Code J
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